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Partners in the chain find synergies to support sustainable growing 

Sustainable Growing Plaza at Horti Fair 
  

Four horticultural chain partners DLV Plant, Grodan, Koppert Biological Systems and Nunhems are 

bringing their knowhow together at the Horti Fair in Amsterdam, held from 30 October until 2 November 

2012, to support sustainable greenhouse growing. The ‘Sustainable Growing Plaza’ in hall 8, is the name 

of the platform designed for synergies between the four partners. Additionally, the partners will hold a 

joint Sustainable Growing seminar at the Horti Fair.  

 

The international horticultural sector is facing great challenges. Not only in the area of profitability and continuity, 

also with regards to sustainable growing practices and increasing yields to feed a fast growing global population. 

It will be the joint challenge of the sector to ensure that more is achieved, using less resources, in a better way. 

Three factors have a profound influence on the quality and yield of produce: seed variety, the greenhouse climate 

and the root zone. Sustainable growing of high quality produce can only be realised to its full potential if 

horticultural suppliers ensure that their solutions for these greenhouse factors, are attuned and enhance each 

other. This requires collaboration in knowledge development and sharing within the chain. Four horticultural 

suppliers have therefore joined forces to bring their various areas of expertise to The Sustainable Growing Plaza. 

This expertise comprises total crop and greenhouse management, ranging from genetics, plant physiology, water, 

nutrient and climate management to resilient cultivation and plant protection. 

 

The Sustainable Growing Plaza 

The members of The Sustainable Growing Plaza, DLV Plant, Grodan, Koppert Biological Systems and Nunhems, 

will demonstrate how their synergies in knowledge and solution development enable growers to have optimum 

control and cultivate with precision. By applying these sustainable growing practices, the grower is able to fully 

manage his growing input and costs and at the same time increase yield and yield quality. Thus improving 

profitability and at the same time actively contributing towards a sustainable horticulture.  Erik Titulaer, owner of 

Hortibiz magazine and The Sustainable Growing Plaza coordinator explains: “The Plaza will be designed in such 

a way that synergies are stimulated during the Horti Fair. Next to this, a collaborative seminar will be held by all 

four suppliers to offer insight in the newest developments, solutions and methods in the area of sustainable 

growing.” 

 

Plaza and seminar 

The Sustainable Growing Plaza will be in hall 8, stand 423. The Sustainable Growing seminar will take place on 

Tuesday October 30th at 17:00 or Thursday November 1st at 17:00. Subscribe to the seminar via the following 

link: https://form.n200.com/?s=1w69ho3lkt7k1&ac=NTWO000371KSZ&c=0n0g5vxfrs62v 

Follow the Sustainable Growing Plaza on Twitter via #SustainableGrowing 



 

 

Corporate information: 

 

DLV Plant 

DLV Plant is a leading, independent advisory and research partner for the vegetative sectors. DLV 

Plant creates added value for entrepreneurs through the continuous marketing of innovative and 

contemporary know-how, services and products, in the Netherlands as well as internationally. DLV 

Plant knowledge applies and brings profit to growers of all crops in protected horticulture. DLV Plant 

also develops turn-key projects and brings them to profit. 

 

Grodan 

Grodan supplies the most controllable, innovative and sustainable stone wool substrate solutions for 

professional horticulture. These solutions deliver direct added value to our customers through 

Precision Growing. Precision Growing is a method of growing which enables growers to achieve 

maximum output, with minimum input, in a better way. Grodan solutions therefore facilitate the 

sustainable and safe production of healthy, tasteful fresh produce for consumers all over the world.  

Grodan, founded in 1969, is active in more than sixty countries worldwide. The head office is located 

in Roermond, the Netherlands. 

 

Koppert Biological Systems 

Koppert has been supplying sustainable solutions for the professional cultivation of vegetables, fruit 

and ornamental crops since 1967. Koppert makes use of natural enemies and micro-organisms to 

control and prevent infestations and diseases. In addition bumblebees are supplied for the natural 

pollination of plants. Resilient cultivation by using the soil as a starting point is a new notion, called 

NatuGro. Satisfied customers are the essence of our business. With its reliable systems, based on 

top quality products, Koppert helps relieve growers of worry. Our added value: clean and safe 

cultivation for a healthy future. 

 

Nunhems 

The vegetable seed business of Bayer CropScience operates under the name of Nunhems. Nunhems 

is the global specialist in vegetable genetics and services. As a globally integrated group of teams 

Nunhems builds unique customer relationships and shares products, concepts and expertise with the 

professional horticultural production industry and supply chain. The portfolio of Nunhems consists of 

2,500 varieties in 28 vegetable crops, including leading varieties of tomato, cucumber, lettuce, 

pepper, melon, onion, carrot, leek and watermelon. With more than 1,700 employees, Nunhems is 

present in all major vegetable production areas in the world. 
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